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Newsletter #7 Jerusalem. June 15, 1949. 
From the physical point of view Jerusalem has been a delightfui place 
in the last month and a half. The rains have ceased, the davs are warn, 
and the nights are comfortably cool. The School buildings and grounds 
have lost nearly all evidences of the fighting and the United Nations 
occupation. In the garege the window panes are replaced and the walls 
and doors are newly cleaned and painted. From the yard the roses are 
gone, but there are other flowers in the garden and the bougainvillea 
spreads its purple on the walls. Fish are lively in the pool and bird: 


Sing merrily in the morning. New cloth has made the deck chai-'s for 
the garden again useful. 





There has heen no more fighting. Last week a tense situation was 
created when the armed forces of Israel occunied the area adjoining 
Government House on the west, but this week these forces were moved 
out under the observation of the United Nations. The armistice holds, 
but a real lasting peace still seems far off. In the agreement at 
Rhodes Transjordan yielded to Israel a zone of territory surrounding 
Arab Palestine. This zone contains the most fertile farm land of the 
country. So its loss was a great blow to the people who had hoped 


that the Arab pa yt of Palestine could look forward to peaceful 
development. 


On May 5 my wife, Miss Glora ‘iysner of New York and I went with Ahmed 
Saba, who is in charge of the external liason office, to visit the are 
west and south of Tulkarm. “Je were there only an hour before the Aral 
Legion forces were to withdraw and the Israel forces move in. ile 
found some of the best farm land we had ever seen. It was watered witl 
modern pumps and it has been yielding three crops a year. ‘we were 
among the last to travel the road from Gaiqiliyeh to Tulkarm; for a 
large stretch of this road is in a sector given over to Israel and 
now the bridges on this road are demolished, The Arab farmers had 
chosen to remain on their land, but they are not allowed to come back 
to their villages. . 


We have heavd more about the loss of the’northern coastal plein than 
about the similar situation in the south, where the land is hot so 
fertile; but I have learned that our old friends of the village of 
Dura, west of Hebron, have lost their fields around Tell Beit Mirsim. - 


On Mlay 9 we went with a party to the monastery at Latrun. On the way 
we saw an Arab Legion truck which had run off the road and overturned 
a few minutes beforee Three soldiers were killed and twenty injured. 
An Arab Legion doctor had arrived and the most seriously injured sent 
to a hospital. This experience took a good deal of pleasure from our 
monastery visit, which otherwise would have been delightful. The 





alin 
monastery, famous for its wines and cheese, is conducted by the 


Trappists, so that only the Superior and some of the Arab employees 
could talk to us. 


On the 14th my wife and I secured a permit to visit the Citadel, 

where we spent an interesting hour on the walls and climbed the 

minaret under the direction of Police Inspector Sadiq. Ihe cestructior 
of buildings on the Jaffa and liamilla Roads is enormous. Below the 
Citadel, next to the city wall, is a huge heap of pottery jars, 


evidently leit by the merchant in his hasty flight when the fighting 
begane 


Ie have made two other excursions in the station wagon, with some of 
the household staff going along. One was to Ain Farah, which furnishes 
water for the Arab side of Jerusalem. It is in a deep valley. so that 
three pumping stations are necded‘to bring the water up to the city. 

- The other trip was to Nebi Semvil, which I had intended to visit on 
my previous stays in Jerusalem without bringing the intention to 
fruition. The direct road to Nebi Samwil is la rgely in Jewist. hands, 
So that it is neceSsary to take a long circuitous road and come up the 
hill from the west. ‘Je took the occasion to visit Qubeiba, which is 
the supposed Emmaus of the New Testament, and to look over the excav-= 
ations there. At Nebi Samwill we were received hospitably by the Arab 
Legion captain in command, who se. ved us tea and allowed us to climb 
the minaret. From there one may get a wonderful view of the country- 


side in all directions, but there was a slight haze on the horizen, so 
that we were unable to take clear pictures. 


We still have numerous interesting visitors. Mr. Burdett, the 
American consul, and Nr. Root, the new vice consul, have spent 
several days with use Robert Ogden, the cultural attaché in the 
legation at Damascus, with his family were our guests for a week-end. 
Mr. and Mrs. Miller of the YMCA vere here for three days as they were 
returning from America to resume their work. Sir Hugh and Lady Dow 

of the British consulate general and Bishop and lirs. “Stewart of St. 
George's wiere our guests at a lunch. A group of five from the legatio: 
in Beirut and AUB was here for a tour of the Old City. 


For two weeks I have been busy with a little excavation. In my last 
letter I mentionéd a visit to a cave in Silat edh-Dhahr, betwéen 


Nablus‘and Jenin. I decided to excavate the cave if possible. Najib 
Khoury, who knew the peopie well, was sutcessful in getting a lease 
from the owners of the cave and the owner of the adjoining field, 
which was neccessary for a dumping ground. The hitch was in getting a 
permit; for as yet there is no department of antiquities in Arab 
Palestine. Gerald Harding said he would gladly give a permit if he 
received authority from the Transjordan ministry and he asked for such 
authority early in May, But the ministry was busy with more important 
items. Ii:. hcuville, the French consul, wanted to finish a livtle work 
at ‘Jady Khreitun and this he did’ with the permission of Abdulla Bey 
Tell, then governor of Jerusalem, But clearly the School could not 
attempt any excavation without pe~mission from’ Amman. I had wanted to 
start on May 16, but time went on with no word. At length; through 
the good offices of liusa Bey Nasser and Khallusi Bey Kayri, two 
Palestinians recently appointed to the cahinet and both good friends 
of the School, the cabinet tock acti.on on June 1 and on June 2 Harding 
gave his permission. ‘Je also cleared with Ahmed Bey Khalil, governor 
ef the Nablus district, whose word had more weight with the police tha 
did the permit from the Transjordan department of antiquities, 





Jc were fortunate in securing D.C.Baramki as archaeological adviser. 
He knows well the period of the Silat edh-Dhahr cave, in which period 
I was a neophyte. Mr. Khoury went along as public relations counsel 
and secretary. For foreman we had Sadiq Mahmoud, who worked for the 


Department of Antiquities for years’ and was the guard at Athlit until 
the end of the mandatory government. 


Clearing the cave consumed exactly the two weeks which we had available, 
Maile we made no revolutionary discov.eries, we found an interesting 
complex of 4th and Sth century tombs. The cave had five earliér Silos, 
which the Christians cut through to maxe their burial chambers. lLiost 
of the objects found were Roman-Byzantine lamps; the cave had been 
rifled in antiquity. The 13th century tomb robbers left three of their 
lamps in the debris. Next week we shall try to get the objects in orde: 
and have some of them photographed. I hope to write a brief account of 


the excavation for a forthcoming number of the Biblical Archacologiste 


There has been one inportant change in the personnel of Jerusalem. 
Last week Abdulla Bey Tell was relieved as governor’ and Falah Pasha 
Madadha, who is the Transjordan minister of justice, was madé also 
governor general of Palestine and gov_ernor of Jerusalem. AWdulla Bey 
was a’splendid officer, who was respected and admired by both Jews and 
Arabs, The United Nations officers held him in high regard. 


This afternoon we had the privilege of mcéting the new governor 
general at a tca given in his honor by Mr. Mudassir Ali Shamshee, who 
was the personal representative of the mediator and now is in charge 
of the Jerusalem office of the conciliation commission. lire Shamshee 
comes to the School almost daily for table tennis or hridge. 


My wife went to Beirut last Monday to take her purchases which must be 
shipped to America and to attend commencement exercises at the Americar. 


Junior College and AUB. ‘Je expect her to return next ‘Jednesday for her 
final week in Jerusalen. . 


Dr. Klein left on “ednesday for a well earncd vacation in America, It 
has been a joy and a privilege to come to know him and the School owes 
him a great debt of gratitude-for his direction during some trying time 


Mb, John ‘iting has come back from Egypt, where he spent five months 
because of his illness. He still is far from well, but he is cheerful 
and occasionally can see a few of his friends. Mrs. Vestér, who has 
spent the year in America, is expected within a few days. 


It is probable that some of the recipients of these pages have written 
‘to me and received no reply. I have answered every letter that has 
come to mé; but I know of fifteen letters that were sent and never 
delivered. Probably there were as many more, about which I know noth- 
inge So please, if you received no answer to a letter to mc, write 
again and address me at 2330 North Halsted Street, Chicago 14, Ill. 


June 30, 


Baramki and I have been busy with the material brought down from 
Silat (as it is’on the village's sign-post) or Silet (as it is on the 
maps) edh-Dhahr. ‘fe had a stroke of luck in catching Farid Marcos, 

a former photogravher in the museum, on a visit to Jerusalem. Joscph 
Saad, secretary of the museum, kindly offered the facilities there; so 








= “4- 
arid turned out better photographs of our objects than we could have 


Secured from any commercial photographer in Jerusalem. Another former 
department of antiquities man, Subni’Muhtadi, now a government survey- 
or, 1S drawing the plans of the cave, 


On t he 2lst Burdett and I attended commencement exercises of the 
Friends School for Boys in Ramailah. I gave the address to the 
graduates and he presented the diplomas. Tnere were fifteen promising 
young men in the class. All of them cant to continuetheir educacion, 
but probably less than half of them w’1l have the necessary funds. 


My wife returned from Beirut with a new stove, which has been needed, 
in the kitchen. On the way down there were ten examinations of the 
stove by various customs officials, long papers were copied by hand, 
and customs charges of LP 14 collected, 25% of the purchase price. 


Last Sunday afternoon Mr. John Munier of the International Comnitte ¢ 
of the Red Cross gave a tea at the distribution center in the Jindian 
Hospice, just inside Herod's Gate, where the poor people of Jerusalem 
who did’not leave and therefore are not techninally refugees receive 
rations. It was rather a delightful party, with exhibitions of what 
is being done for those impoverished by the war. ‘The boys of Dar 
Awlad, the school conducted oy lirs. Katy Antonius, had made a colored 
inscription thanking the children of América for help in schooi 
supplies sent by the American Red Cross. Practically all the notables 


of Jerusalem attended the affair. i/e saw Mrs. Vester, who recently 
returned to Jerusalen. 


It was a great joy to see Detweiler, who arrived Tuesday afternoon. 
He knows the School well and participated in the construction of the 
buildings. He is now making the prescribed formal calls and hopes 
soon to start work on his ‘survey of Madeba. Last night there was a 
dinner party in the garden to welcome him and to take leave of my wife 
and me. Thirty persons, all of whom had been connected with the 
School during the last year, were present. 


In a few minutes we shall drive to Qalandiyeh, the air field north of 
Jerusalem, to start for America. 


This is my last Newsletter. The year has seen a@ good deal of frustra- 
tion and some discomfort; but in many ways it has been rewarding. 
Yhile the School has not been able to function very much as an educa- 
tional institution, it has made many friends from the Near East, 
Europe, and America, and now it is ready to resume its regular 
activities. The buildings almost miraculously escaped serious damage 
( only a few days ago Mahmoud found in the garden about thirty feet 


from the kitchen another tail of a six-inch mortar bomb). ‘Je have 
been constantiy heartened by the encouragement and support of our 
friends in fnerica. The patience, lcyality- and industry of tre house- 
hold staff and the tact and efficiency of Miss Faris have been remark- 
able. I shail ever be grateful to the Trustees for appointing me and 
upholding me through the year. 


Ovid R. Sellers, Director. 





Readers of the Newsletter will be happy to know that Professor 

AsHenry Detweiler, Professor of the History of Architecture at Cornell 
University, is serving as Acting Director of the Jerusalem School 
during the summer. Prof. Detweiler’left New York by plane on Juné 25 
and arrived at Jerusalem on June 28, as reported by Prof. Sellers. 
During the period of his stay Prof. Detweiler is to make an archaeo- 
logical reconnaissance and a topographical survey of the ancient city 
of Madebah in Transjordan, as press releases issued by the New Haven 
office have elready indicated. Important as an ecclesiastical center 
in the Byzantine period and known to all as the scene of the discovery 
of the famous Madeba map, the earliesteknown detailed map of Palestine 
rendered in mesaic on the floor ot? one of Madeba's churches, the site 
has recéived scant attention since the beginning of the present 
century. The purpose of the topographical survey and reconnaisance 

is to clarify the outlines of the urban setting to which the known 
churches belorg, and by so doing to add to our knowledge of late 

Roman city planning and to provide information about the possibilities 
of further excavations at the site. Prof. Detweiler will report upon 


his findings in subsequent Newsletters this summer and in lecture and 
printed form rext fall and winter, 


On July 13 Prof. and Mrs. Kenneth \/. Clark of Duke University will 
leave New Yori: en route to Jcrusalem, where Prof. Clark is to serve 
as Annual Professor for the academic year 1949-50, Prof. Clark will 
serve the American Schools in connection with the photography of 
Biblical and other manuscripts in the anceint libraries of the Near 
Eest. The full scope of the project in’ which he is to play an ~- 
important part can not yet be announced. Periodic reports of Dr. 


Clark's work will be available beginning in Scptember in these 
Newsletters. 
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Readers of the Newsletter will be happy to know that the American 
Schools have available for sale a supply of copies of Prof. W.F. 
Albright's newest book, his 


Archaeology of Palestine 





Issued in paper covers in the Penguin book series, the volume is 
profusely illustrated and makes excellent reading. It is a treasure- 


house of up to the minute information and could be most useful both 
for scholars and for class-work. 


sder your copy now while the supply still holds at the regular 
price of $0.75 plus tencents for postage, by writing to the ‘ 
American Schools of Oriental Research, 93A Yale Station, New Haven, 
Conn. Please note'that because the book is being sold at list 
price plus postage, orders not accompanied by payment cannot be 
filled. On prepaid orders of ten or more copies the American 
Schools will pay the postage. 





C.H.Kraeling. 








